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AP Human Geography 
Mr. Boren, Ayala High School 

Email:  Art_Boren@chino.k12.ca.us 
 
Welcome 2020/2021 Ayala Bulldogs 
 
Course Description: 
 
AP Human Geography affords high school students the opportunity to take a college-level geography course in 
human/cultural geography.  Content is presented thematically rather than regionally and is organized around the 
disciplines’ main sub-fields: economic geography, cultural geography, political geography, and urban 
geography.  The approach is spatial and problem oriented. Case studies are drawn from all world regions, with an 
emphasis on understanding the world in which we live today. In addition, Historical information serves to enrich 
analysis of the impacts of phenomena such as globalization, colonialism, and human–environment relationships on 
places, regions, cultural landscapes, and patterns of interaction. (Description from College Board).  
 
The course will feature a mixture of class discussion of assigned-readings, lecture, instructional video, and student 
activities.  Almost everyday students will write a response to a statement or question posed at the beginning of 
class.  We refer to this activity as a Quick Write.  Furthermore, students will engage in writing throughout the 
course.  In addition, students will keep an ongoing description of the academic language of AP Human Geography 
entitled Vocabulary.  Moreover, students will create with the help of the teacher, classmates, and the textbook, AP 
Human Geography Notes.  All class materials should be kept in a 3-ring binder or digital folder with various files 
designated for each of the 7 units of study.  It is important that students have access to their materials every day.  

 
Grading Policy: 
A combination of daily activities, quizzes, tests, projects, homework, current events, class participation and Unit 
Tests will account for a students’ academic grade. Students’ will earn a ZERO grade for every assignment they fail 
to turn in.  I only accept late work based on technology issues.  Students are assessed separately on work habits 
and citizenship.  Students shall not lobby for their grade.  Grades are earned! The following represents my 
academic grading policy:  
 
Grade  Percent  Explanation 
A  89.5-100%  Superior - high proficiency and deep understanding 
B  79.5-89.4%  Good - above average proficiency, working understanding 
C  70-79.4%  Fair – completes assignments, minimum understanding 
D  60-69.9%  Poor – does not demonstrate competence or understanding 
F  Below 60%  Failure – Incomplete assignments substantial lack of understanding 

Academic Dishonesty: 
Students committing acts of academic dishonesty disrespect themselves and their classmates.  Cheating will not 
be tolerated.  Copying from another student on a quiz, or turning in another students’ work for credit will result in 
a “0” grade on the assignment in question.  All students involved will be counseled.  If a student commits a second 
act of academic dishonesty the matter will be referred to the Assistant Principal.  
 
Absences/Make-Up Work Policy: 
For every day you are absent, you are allowed an extra day to complete your work. You must submit your work 
when you return from your absence. You are responsible for obtaining all materials, lecture notes, handouts and 
homework assignments missed during your absence.  Find someone in class you can study with and support in 
case of an absence.  If you know you are going to be absent see me and I will provide you material ahead of your 
absence and you will still have extra time to complete your work.  I am here to help you. 
 
Classroom Supplies that lead to success: 

▪ Digital file with designated folders or a three ring-binder with 7 dividers. 
▪ Access to a computer and/or three hole punched lined paper if using three ring binder.  
▪ Ayala High School Planner or a daily planner of your choosing including computer calendar function. 
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Course Units, Topics, & Pacing 
 

I. Thinking Geographically (8%–10%) – 4 weeks 
 A. Geography as a Science   Rubenstein, Ch.1 Issue 1 
 B. Major geographical concepts    Rubenstein, Ch.1 Issue 1,2,3 
 C. Key geographical skills    Rubenstein, Ch.1 Issue 1,2,3 
 D. Geographic Technology   Rubenstein, Ch.1 Issue 1; GIS activity  

ESRI ArcGIS Activity 
E. Sustainability      Rubenstein, Ch.1 Issue 4 
F. World Map skill development   Hand-Outs and Online Resources 

II. Population and Migration (12%–17%) – 5 weeks 
A. Geographical analysis of population  Rubenstein, Ch. 2 Issue 1, 4,  

Ch. 3 Issue 1 
C. Growth & Decline over Time & Space  Rubenstein, Ch.2 Issue 2 

 D. Migration     Rubenstein, Ch.3 Issue 1-4 

III. Cultural Patterns and Processes (12%–17%) – 6 weeks 
A.  Concepts of culture    Rubenstein, Ch. 4 
B.  Cultural differences and regional patterns 

1. Pop & Folk Culture   Rubenstein, Ch. 4 
2. Language    Rubenstein, Ch.5 
3. Religion     Rubenstein, Ch.6 
4. Ethnicity    Rubenstein, Ch.7 
5. Gender     Rubenstein, Ch.7 & Throughout the textbook 

C.  Cultural Sustainability     Rubenstein, Ch. 4 Issue 4 

IV. Political Patterns and Processes (12%–17%) – 4 weeks      
 A. Distribution of States    Rubenstein, Ch. 8 Issue 1 
 B. Evolution of contemporary Political Patterns Rubenstein, Ch. 8 Issue 1-2 
 C. Challenges to Political States    Rubenstein, Ch. 8 Issue 3  
 D. States & Distinctive Geographic Structure Rubenstein, Ch. 8 Issue 4 

V.  Agricultural and Rural Land Use (12%–17%) – 4 weeks 
A. Development and diffusion of agriculture Rubenstein, Ch.9 Issue 1 
B. Major agricultural production regions  Rubenstein, Ch.9  
C. Rural land use and settlement patterns  Rubenstein, Ch.9 Issue 3,  

         Ch. 12 Issue 1 
D. Contemporary commercial agriculture Rubenstein, Ch. 9 Issue 3, 4 

VI. Cities and Urban Land Use (12%–17%) – 4 weeks 
 A. Development and characters of cities  Rubenstein, Ch.13  
 B. Models of urban hierarchies: reasons   Rubenstein, Ch.13 Issue 2    
  for the distribution & size of cities 
 C. Models of internal city structure & Urban  Rubenstein, Ch.13 Issue 2, 3 
  Development: strengths & limitations 
 D. Built environment and social space  Rubenstein, Ch.13 Issue 3, 4 

E. Contemporary urban issues   Rubenstein, Ch.13 Issue 3, 4 
 
VII. Industrialization and Economic Development (12%–17%) – 4 weeks 

 A. Growth and diffusion of industrialization Rubenstein, Ch.11  
 B. Social & economic measures of development  Rubenstein, Ch.10 Issue 1, Ch. 2 Issue 2 
 C. Contemporary patterns & impacts of   Rubenstein, Ch. 10 & 11 
  Industrialization & Development 

  
 

We will review for 2 to 4 weeks prior to the AP Exam on May 4, 2021 
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Late Work Policy: LATE WORK only accepted because of technology issues! 

 
 

Classroom Management and Expected Classroom Behavior 

 
Each student is responsible to complete his or her assignments.  Class time will be used effectively and student 
work completed in class.  Students should come to class prepared to complete the assigned class work and projects.  
Good behavior is critical for student success.  I will help students individually and in small groups.  Excellent 
behavior and self-control are required in order to experience an enjoyable, well-run class.  Students are not 
allowed to use their cell phones during class unless prompted to by Mr. Boren.  Students who engage in 
unproductive behavior will miss the opportunity to use class time to complete assignments. Unproductive 
behavior during results in students working outside of class to catch up. 

 
Classroom Rules:  

• Class begins and ends at the designated time. 
• Be prepared for class, bring a positive attitude. 
• Be respectful, treat each other with courtesy. 
• Raise your hand to speak, do not speak over another student. 
• Post questions in the comment sections. 
• No profanity, inappropriate comments or language. 
• No disruptive/rude behavior. 
• Talking during exams/quizzes or using your cell phone results in a Zero grade on the test/quiz. 

 
Discipline Policy: 
If a student fails to follow classroom rules Mr. Boren will counsel them.  A student who continues to violate class 
rules will be subject to: 

1. Parent contacted.  Students’ counselor notified. 
2. Student referred to Vice Principal.  
3. Conference with parents to secure their assistance in improving the quality of performance and/or 

behavior of students. 
4. A student/teacher/parent behavior contract. 
5. Students’ permanent record affected.  

 
If improper conduct warrants, students will be sent directly to the Vice Principal of discipline.  
Note:  At any time Administration could determine that Student conduct justifies suspension. 
  
Tardy Policy:  See the Ayala Handbook 
 
Dress Code Policy:  No Pajamas. Clothing appropriate for school. See the Ayala Handbook 
 
Supplemental Material Policy 
 
Students may be exposed to various materials outside of our textbook.  Video clips are a significant part of our 
course. Video clips are based on components of our AP Human Geography Course.  The majority of video clips will 
come from the publisher of our textbook.  On occasion, modern films/media are incorporated into our curriculum 
to demonstrate a Geography principal.  For example, a clip from “Pirates of the Caribbean” can be used to 
demonstrate Absolute Reference using longitude and latitude lines as well as to demonstrate Relative Reference.  
 
In the event I decide to use a specific portion of modern media I will send home a specific permission slip.  
 

 
 
 
Mr. Boren email:  Art_Boren@Chino.k12.ca.us 



 4 

Late Work Policy:  LATE WORK only accepted because of technology issues! 
 
Cell Phones: 

 There may be occasions where we use our cell phones for research purposes.   
 
 The following represents consequences for improper use of cell phones. 
 1. The first time you interact with your cell phone improperly during class: 

  A. You will be re-directed by Mr. Boren  

 2. The second time you interact with your cell phone during class: 

  A. You earn a Zero for participation for the day. 

  B. You will be directed to stay after class to discuss the matter.  

 3. The third time you interact with your cell phone during class: 

  A. You earn a Zero for participation for that day. 

  B. Your parents/guardians will be contacted to discuss the matter. 

 4. The fourth time you interact improperly with your cell phone: 

  A. Repeat #3 

  B. You will be referred to the Vice Principal of Discipline. 

  
 
 Name:  ______________________________________    Period#________ 
 
 
I have read and understand all rules, policies and statements contained on all 4 pages of this 
document including the Supplemental material policy and Cell Phone policy. The following 
information will be available on a google form later in the week as an assignment: 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________  __________ 
Signature of Student    Print Name    Date 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________   _______________________________  ___________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian   Print Name    Date 
 
 
 
__________________________________   _______________________________ 
Parent/Guardian cell phone   Best contact phone number 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Email Address 
 
 
NOTE:  Mr. Boren can alter or modify this syllabus at any time without notice.   


